
Advisor Alert
BEFORE LEAVING THE COUNTRY- 

GET YOUR SAILING PERMIT! 

Leaving the U.S. after a visa stay? The IRS may want to hear from you.

Special "sailing permit" rules apply to people who visit the U.S. on certain

visas. To meet the rules, you must prepare and file certain documents

with the IRS, and in some cases, pay taxes, before leaving the country.

The documents involved in this process are fairly simple so it is easy to

meet the requirements if you know about them and plan for them.

However, it's also easy to fail the requirements if your travel plans don't

allow enough time for filing while you are present in the U.S.

The IRS's goal is to ensure that your departure does not jeopardize the

collection of income tax. For this reason, the IRS requires certain

departing visa-holders to file either a declaration of no taxable income, or

a "U.S. Departing Alien Income Tax Return," to report their tax status. If

any tax is due, it must be paid before the visa-holder departs the U.S.,

with certain limited exceptions.

Some U.S. visitors do not need any "Departing Alien Clearance," or a

"Sailing Permit." Tourists who enter the U.S. and stay fewer than 90 days

are exempt. Similarly, anyone traveling on diplomatic A visas, au pairs

and visiting professors on J-1 visas, students on F and M visas, amateur

athletes and business visitors and tourists on B-1 and B-2 visas, all are

free to go without special reporting to the IRS, as long as they did not

earn any U.S. income except as authorized under their visas.

If your visa isn't on the list of excluded categories, or if you have



reportable U.S. income, you are subject to the sailing permit rules.

Visitors who do need a sailing permit before leaving the U.S. include

professional athletes and entertainers on P visas, returning residents on

SB visas, anyone on a K-1 fiancé(e) visa, and all H-1B workers.

Again, compliance with the sailing permit rules can be simple when you

plan in advance. However, like the expatriation rules for U.S. long-term

residents and citizens, it's a trap for the unwary. More information on U.S.

reporting requirements for international assets will be presented in this

upcoming webinar:

https://www.cpaacademy.org/webinars/a0D4400000Qm6ghEAB

Sincerely,  

Melissa Langa, Ruth Mattson, and Alexander A. Bove, Jr.
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